
perienced." The work may be regarded as a very readable and thorough
monograph on a subject not very familiar to many physicians ; and, making
perhaps no more than the usual allowances for the enthusiasm of the advocate,
the book is apparently a reliable one. Wo should certainly recommend its
perusal to any one who wishes to use this drug efficiently and safely.

THE EARLY MEDICAL HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES

Tins work1 comprises a large collection of historical and biographical matter
relating to tho early medical profession of this country. It was intended to
form a part of a full history of the rise and progress of American education,
which was thought desirable for the Vienna Exhibition, but which from un-

avoidable circumstances was never completed. It was compiled by Dr. Toner,
of Washington, at the request of a convention of school superintendents who
met in that city in 1872. Dr. Toner has worked with tho zeal of an enthusi-
ast in collecting from different sources a great amount of information now for
tho first time given to the profession. He has gathered many facts from local
histories, medical biographies, and magazines, not accessible to the general
reader, and has put them together in a compact form. It is evident that he
has used largely the library of the Surgeon-General's office, which is by far the
best collection of medical books iu the country, and which will always he a
monument to the wisdom and foresight of those who began it. Tho result of
Dr. Toner's labor is considered of so much importance that it is now published
by tho Secretary of tho Interior, on the warm recommendation of the Commis-
sioner of Education.
We. have had experience enough ourselves to know how difficult it is to

have names and dates, when they are numerous, printed correctly, and while
we look with much leniency upon mistakes in such matters, we feel bound to
point out some for which the printer is not responsible.
Dr. Toner falls into a singular error when he says (page 24) that Dr

Charles Jarvis married " a granddaughter of the first Baron Pepperille."
Wo think that it would be difficult to identify this member of the English
House of Peers. Tho truth is the lady was a granddaughter of Sir William
Pcppcrrell, who was a baronet but not a baron. Iu speaking of Dr. Oliver
Proscott, a brother of the hero of Bunker Hill, Dr. Toner says (page 20) that
he was " a physician of Hanover." Dr. Prcscott was born and always lived in
Groton, Massachusetts, and died there, but not at tho time given by our au-
thor. Dr. Oliver Wolcott was not a native of Massachusetts, as stated in the
Contributions (page GO), but of Connecticut. It is said (page 57) that " in
1090 Governor Slaughter of New York died suddenly." This undoubtedly
refers to Governor Sloughtor who died in the summer of 1810. There are too
many such mistakes for an accurate historical work. We pass over instances

1 Contributions to the Annals ofMedical Progress and Medical Education in the linked States
before and during the War of Independence. Tiy JoSBPH M. Toniîk, M. D. Washington :

Government Printing Office 1874. Pp. 118.
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like the following, which indicate careless proof-reading. Francis Leo Baron
is written (page 1!)) for Francis Le Baron, Melton (page 22) for Milton,
Shay's Rebellion (page 27) for Shays's Rebellion, besides many others which
might be noted.
We had always supposed that the Bible we are in the habit of reading, which

is known as the King James's version, was first printed in the reign of that
monarch, but we are told (page GO) that it was published in 1582. Such er-

rors throw a feeling of doubt over the whole book,—not the Bible, but the
other one.
Dr. Toner's style is not always clear, and does not always conform to strict,

idiomatic usage ; but even with these defects he has put the medical profession
under great obligations to himself for making a beginning. The work really
has much merit,

—

so much that its demerits are the more conspicuous. "We
sincerely hope and trust that Dr. Toner will publish, at some future day, a
revised and enlarged edition of ibis book, which will filial want that has long
been felt.

-*.-

THOMPSON ON THE URINARY ORGANS.1

Wk have here an American reprint of (hese well-known lectures. As an

illustration of the favor with which they arc regarded by the profession, wo
recall tho fact that a French translation of them has recently been published
in Paris by two of the leading medical publishers simultaneously. Tho
French version contains three additional lectures on the treatment of vesical
calculus, published in the Lancet (March, April, and December, 1874) since
the last .English edition of the lectures. It is somewhat to be regretted that
the American publishers did not include these lectures in their volume.

PROCEEDINGS OF THE BOSTON SOCIETY FOR MEDICAL
IMPROVEMENT

F. B. GREENOUGH, M. D., SECRETARY.

December 14, 1874.
—

Poisonous Action of Tincture of Arnica upon the
Skin.— Du. J. C. White read a paper on this subject which is presented in
full in the present number of the Journal.
Dit. Cahot said that he had seen several such cases, and spoke especially

of a gentleman, both of whose legs were covered with acute eczema, after an
application of arnica.
Du. Jackson said that the observations reported by Dr. White were inter-

esting ones, and should be generally known, as he thought many general prac-
titioners considered arnica a perfectly harmless application.

1 Clinical Lectures on Diseases of the Urinary Organs. By Sir Henry Thompson. Second
American from the third and revised English edition, with illustrations. Philadelphia:
Henry C. Lea. 1874.
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